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Yellowjacket Family, 

As we start the new year, I wanted to thank you for all of your support this past year and share with 
you the amazing wins you've helped us to accomplish and what you can look forward to in 2023. The 
groundwork for success is deeply rooted in your volunteerism, philanthropic visions, and – for some – 
your deep connection with your alma mater.

December 1, I celebrated my one-year anniversary with the MSU Billings Foundation & Alumni. I am 
so proud to work with our incredible board members, smart and dedicated staff, and our amazing 
hometown university. We hit the ground running in 2022 with an Evening of Perfect Pairings partnered 
by acclaimed artist, Kira Fercho, and owner of Bistro Enzo Restaurant, Tyler Samson, to raise dollars for 
scholarships. This one-night event of art lovers and MSUB supporters raised over $28,000. Our fourth 
annual Jacket Giving Day engaged over 860 donors in the community, generously raising over $83,183 for 
32 unique campus programs and projects. Supporters of #GivingTuesday raised over $7,800 in support 
of the Student Crisis Fund - helping students when they need it most. The Morton H. Meyerson Family 
Foundation graciously agreed to match dollar-for-dollar up to $3,600 donations towards the Student 
Crisis Fund - and you helped us get there!

In April, Julie Seedhouse, Dave Cobb, Pryor Orser, Stephanie Cowen, Kassie Runsabove, and John and 
Claudia Decker were honored alumni and friends at the 2022 Oustanding Alumni Awards. These honorees 
have made exceptional contributions to society, their profession, and their alma mater. 

Partnering with PCI Concepts LLC, over 3,000 alumni stories have been collected to help preserve MSUB’s 
history for generations to come in support of MSUB’s centennial celebration in 2027.

In addition to celebrating 50 years of Title IX, we celebrated the 30th Anniversary of Wine & Food 
Festival. The event raised over $300,000 during the three-day event of world-class cuisine, fine wine, 
live and silent auctions, and more, boosting the overall amount raised to date to $7.1 million. Thanks 
to staff, volunteers, vendors, and generous donors, we will be able to help make a positive impact on 
MSUB students through scholarships. This fall, MSUB welcomed its largest freshmen class in three years 
and saw increases in Hispanic student enrollment, military-affiliated student enrollment, and Native 
American student enrollment.

Thank you again for making this last year an absolute success! Our team is energized and excited for 
what this new year has to offer. Watch for more details for this year's Wine & Food Festival, Jacket Giving 
Day, Athletics Hall of Fame and Distinction, Outstanding Alumni Awards, and much more!

'BUZZ'ing with  
excitement for 2023!

‘Jacket Giving Day is Thursday and Friday, March 23 & 24. Join us           in supporting the projects, scholarships, and programs you love!

Thank you and Go Jackets!
 

Krista Montague '99 & '18
President  & CEO



The Montana State University Billings Athletics Hall of Fame and Distinction will induct 
four new members on February 3, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. at the Double Tree Hotel in Billings. 
Baseball All-American Brody Miller, women’s basketball standout Janiel (Olson) Begger, 
softball star Meg Harasymczuk, and men’s basketball alumnus and donor Ty Elkin will be the 
latest additions to the hall of fame. The inductees will also be honored during halftime of 
the men’s basketball game on February 4.

Athletics Hall of Fame

Jacket Giving Day - March 23 & 24

To purchase tickets, contact Hollie West at 406-896-5934 or hollie.west@msubillings.edu.

“I’m extremely excited to induct this year’s Hall of Fame Class. Whenever we have a chance to 
celebrate the accomplishments of our fellow ‘Jackets, it’s special. I feel fortunate that I had a chance 

to cover the careers of several of our inductees and now have the opportunity to be a part of their 
honoring ceremony.” - Michael Bazmore, Director of Yellowjacket Athletics

Jacket Giving Day 2023 unites the ‘Jacket Family to make a direct impact 
on the student experience at Eastern Montana’s university. This year, 
we’ll count down 1,927 minutes of online fundraising — in honor of the 
institution’s founding date — starting at 9 a.m. March 23 and ending at 
5:07 p.m. March 24.

give.msubillings.edu

Outstanding Alumni Awards - October 7
Nominations for the 2023 Outstanding Alumni Awards are open! This 
annual awards program honors alumni who have made exceptional 
contributions to society, their profession, and their alma mater. The 
2023 awards ceremony will take place October 7.

              Nominate an outstanding alum or friend of MSUB, today!

‘Jacket Giving Day is Thursday and Friday, March 23 & 24. Join us           in supporting the projects, scholarships, and programs you love!

2023 Honorees: 
   Brody Miller, baseball
   Janiel (Olson) Begger, women's basketball
   Meg Harasymczuk, softball
   Ty Elkin, men's basketball

Read more

MSU Billings Science Expo - March 3 & 4
The event is aimed for children, K-12, to get them excited about the 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) program. 
The Science Expo is a priceless opportunity to allow children to explore 
the world around them through the discipline of science and start them 
on a lifelong love of scientific inquiry. Watch for more details to support 
or attend the 2023 event.



The MSU Billings Foundation & Alumni is thrilled to announce the 2023 
Wine & Food Festival is a go! Mark your calendars for May 18-20. Starting on 
Thursday, May 18th, prepare to tempt your taste buds with exquisite wines 
at the Winemaster Symposium. The fun continues, so join us too for the 
Friday night tasting of fine wines and food, leading into the Saturday night 
grand event featuring a gourmet dinner and auctions. 
The Wine & Food Festival is the perfect recipe for student support. What 
started as a volunteer-driven idea has grown into a premier regional 
events drawing domestic and international winemakers, gourmet chefs, 
and industry experts. Your dedication has raised over $7.1 million (net) and 
engaged thousands of friends of MSUB. With your partnership, we can reach 
our common goal of access to excellent education brings us together as a 
comminity.
We are excited our dynamic duo, Cynthia Arneson and Cheryl Terry, have 
returned to co-chair Wine & Food Festival for 2023. These women are a 
fantastic team. The festival promises to be a huge success with their direction!
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Wine & Food Festival is slated for May 18-20, 2023 at MetraPark. 
Watch for more event details and ticket sales. 

2023 Festival Chairs

Join us for Wine & Food Festival Preludes

Daring Pairing: Monday, February 6, 2023
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM | Hilands Golf Club | $75
Enjoy tasteful food with perfectly paired wine from
wine country for a night of leisure. 

Guest Chef Dinner: Monday, March 20, 2023
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM | TEN at Northern Hotel | $150
Enjoy this unique and impressive feast. Don’t miss the 
opportunity to savor every morsel. 

Become a Wine 
& Food Festival 

volunteer

Cynthia 
Arneson

Cheryl
Terry

Buy 
Tickets, 
today!


