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Please consider giving to the MSUB 
Student Crisis Fund. This fund allows 
us to help currently enrolled students 
on the path to academic success 
during a personal and unexpected 
crisis or hardship.  Whether they 
need to replace personal belongings 
after a devastating fire, cannot 
afford necessary prescriptions, or 
are unable to pay for an emergency 
medical procedure, we can provide 
emergency funds they need to get 
them back on their feet. With a 
little help, we can make a world of 
difference for our students.

This fall, MSU Billings saw an increase in first-time freshmen, military-     affiliated, Hispanic and Native American student enrollment.

Supporting our students in crisis

Cindy Millard '87 & '91

“I received a great education and 
meaningful experiences at MSUB. I still 
have special friends and memories from 
college. I appreciate the professors that 
taught, supported, and influenced me. I 
believe when you consider and appreciate 
opportunities and experiences your 
college provided you, you want to give 
back as a gesture of gratitude.” 

Always a Yellowjacket
Our communities are home to 
thousands of Yellowjackets – our 
students, alumni, donors, faculty, 
staff, volunteers, friends, and 
families. Our Yellowjackets have 
courageously worked through the 
trenches of life through hard work, 
perseverance, and passion. They 
have a strong drive for achievement 
regardless of background, status, or 
situations. Cindy Millard is one of our 
Yellowjackets who fully embraces 
the Yellowjacket spirit as a two-
time alumna, staff member, faculty 
member, community advocate, 
volunteer, and donor of MSU Billings. 

Millard earned her bachelor’s degree 
in human services and master’s 
degree in education from MSUB. “I 
came to MSUB because of the small 
class sizes, diverse program options, 
and location in Billings,” said Millard. 
She served on various campus 
committees and advisory boards and 
loves to connect with other alumni 
at events and programs. Millard has 
never felt far from the university.

I am so pleased to have the 
opportunity to share the importance 
of the MSU Billings Student Crisis 
Fund. Initiated on August 23, 2021, 
the MSUB Student Crisis fund has 
been helping students overcome 
financial challenges by providing the 
emergency funds they need to get 
them back on their feet. Students from 
all walks of life make a commitment 
to further their education at MSUB, 
and every year the unexpected 
happens.  That is where the MSUB 
Student Crisis Fund comes into play. 
To date, our office has received nearly 
ninety applications for assistance and 

currently have applications that 
cannot be approved due to funding 
limitations. Now, more than ever, 
since other crisis funds like the 
federal CARES and HEERF allocations 
have been exhausted; we need your 
help. I have story after story of how 
circumstances beyond a student’s 
control, put them in a situation where 
they just needed a little help to get 
back on track to continue on their 
academic journey. Awards typically 
are a few hundred dollars, but the 
impact is worth far more. Often, it is 
the difference between  continuing 
their education or going home.

MSUB has been engrained in all 
she has done in her career. After 
graduating from MSUB, Millard 
landed a professional position 
through an internship opportunity 
where she had job shadowing and 
field experience opportunities. She 
worked in social services and human 
resources and employed MSUB 
student interns. Her education and 
human resources experience led her 
to serve in a systemwide capacity as 
the Employee Benefits and Wellness 
Coordinator for the Montana 
University System – eventually 
returning to her alma mater where 
she has served in various capacities. 

Millard’s hard work and passion shines 
through in everything she does. After 
returning to MSUB as an employee, 
she served in a new position to 
recruit non-traditional students by 
going to businesses and talking about 
opportunities at MSUB to advance 
careers. Millard also helped fundraise 
for the college, working for the MSU 
Billings Foundation office. “The best 

- Tom Valles
Director of Financial Aid



Support the MSU Billings 
Student Crisis Fund with 
your support now or join 
us on #GivingTuesday 
on November 29, 2022. 
This global generosity 
movement harnesses the  
power of people and 
organizations to transform 
their communities and the 
world.

give.msubillings.edu

“Cindy's commitment to student success is awe-inspiring. Her work inside the classroom,  
advocacy of MSUB outside in the community, and philanthropic support showcases her passion  

and dedication to MSUB students."  - Krista Montague, President & CEO

This fall, MSU Billings saw an increase in first-time freshmen, military-     affiliated, Hispanic and Native American student enrollment.

11.29.22

Join us!
As we celebrate the holiday season, join us for 

light hors d'oeurves and refreshments on Tuesday, 
December 6, 2022 from 5 – 7 PM at our office.

Please RSVP to 
406-657-2244, 

info@msubfoundation.com 
or scan here >>> 

way to see how an institution affects 
its students is to be one. I am the 
‘product,’ not ‘a salesperson.’ The 
reason I believe in the work at the 
foundation is because I am a product 
of MSUB. By fundraising, I was a part 
of MSUB’s success.” Millard now 
serves as a full-time instructor of 
Human Resources and Business at  
City College. She has set the bar high 
– providing students opportunities 
for networking, internships, and 
potential work placement within 
the Human Resources field. “It is 
rewarding to be a part of MSUB’s 
family, supporting its growth and 
success. I am pleased with the 
leadership and positive strides 
of Chancellor Stefani Hicswa and 
Foundation President & CEO Krista 
Montague,” Millard expressed.

In addition to giving her time and 
energy serving MSUB, Millard and her 
husband, who is also an alum, invest 

Public relations student at MSU Billings and recipient of the Thomas Propp 

and Cindy Millard Endowed Scholarship for the 2022-23 academic year

"Having this scholarship will allow me to focus more on 
my education and worry less on the amount of money I 
owe once I graduate." - Jennifer Downing

Enrollment 
up in key 
areas for 
MSUB

MSUB
medical 
director 
achieves 
highest 
degree

MSUB
simplifies 
credit 
transfer
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in our students - providing a legacy. 
“Your degree is an investment in your 
future. You want it to mean something 
when you apply for a new job. It is 
important the people interviewing 
you are confident you received a 
good education” Millard explains. 
"It’s rewarding to help provide the 
opportunity for other students to 
pursue their dream of a college 
education."

Millard read in an education journal, 
"'Don't be proud of your college - make 
your college proud to have you.'" We 
are certainly proud of Cindy and the 
impact she's had on our students!

We are thankful for YOU! 
- Tom Valles

Director of Financial Aid



Become a Yellowjacket

MSU Billings
Foundation & Alumni

1500 University Dr.     |     Billings, MT 59101-0245
406-657-2244     |     info@msubfoundation.com

Be involved
Your support can change a student’s life

You can set up recurring donations 
Recurring donations can be set up 
on a weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, 
quarterly, or annual basis to 
automatically withdraw from your 
credit card or bank account.  

Your organization might match your 
gift – doubling the impact!
Many companies offer a matching 
gift plan that doubles, triples, or even 
quadruples your impact to encourage 
philanthropy among employees 
and their spouses. Contact your 
employer’s HR department to ask if 
you can take advantage of matching 
gifts.

You can pledge a gift and pay over 
time
A pledge is a promise to donate a 
specific sum to the MSU Billings 
Foundation. You determine the 
amount, what area your gift supports, 
and fulfill the pledge later, either 
with one payment or with multiple 
payments at a frequency you choose.

You can benefit from the Montana 
Charitable Endowment Tax Credit 
Consider a charitable gift annuity to an 
endowment that will provide income 
now or later while giving Montanans 
an immediate tax credit through the 
Montana Endowment Tax Credit 

(METC). A deferred gift annuity can be 
established now and revoked at a 
later date, which will qualify you for 
the METC.

You can rollover your IRA for good
By taking a distribution from your IRA 
this year, you will likely pay more in 
taxes and may even reach a higher tax 
bracket. Rolling over part of your IRA’s 
required minimum distribution to a 
charity like ours can help reduce your 
tax bill while supporting our cause. 

Double the Benefits! An IRA charitable 
rollover gift can benefit both you 
and our mission! Contact your IRA 
administrator to get started with your 
gift. Please also inform us of your 
plans so that we use your gift for the 
causes that mean the most to you. 

You can give gifts of appreciated 
stock and property
Gifts of appreciated stock, mutual 
funds, and property can be transferred 
to make an impact to the students of 
MSU Billings. Appreciated assets that 
are donated will bypass capital gains 
taxes when given to charity

A donation through the mail or a credit card gift online are the most familiar 
ways to give a charitable gift to your favorite causes, but did you know there 
are other ways to support?

Learn more 
about ways 

to create 
a legacy >>>

Save the 
Date!

Wine & Food Festival is 
slated for May 18-20, 2023 at 
MetraPark. Watch for more 

event details and ticket sales. 

To make sure you're 
receiving our Wine & Food 

Festival communications, call 
406-657-2244 or email 

info@msubfoundation.com

Become a Wine & Food 
Festival volunteer


