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Check out our website to read more about this year’s honorees!



Krista Montague
President & CEO

”Thank you for your continued 
support and for helping 
reaffirm the dreams of MSUB 
students.”

Because of donors like you, MSU Billings graduates crossed the finish        line on May 7, 2022, at this year’s 95th Commencement ceremony!

Removing obstacles, one gift at a time
At MSU Billings, it is not difficult 

to find many successful student 
stories and we take pride in learning 
about their journey to earning a 
college degree.  These students 
are intelligent, motivated, and 
unwavering. Unfortunately, too many 
times a major deterrent to pursing 
and finishing a college degree is 
affordability. Receiving a scholarship 
is instrumental in a student’s 
ability to succeed, this is proven 
over and over again. Each year, the 
MSUB Foundation is committed to 
identifying resources to support 
student scholarships. A scholarship 
has the ability to make an impact that 
lasts a lifetime on our alumni, their 
families, and their communities as our 
students move from campus to their 
careers. Our vision is focused on our 
students’ success and an unstoppable 
Yellowjacket spirit, and that’s why we 
need scholarship 

The Yellowjacket Access 
Scholarship is a retention initiative 
that strategically targets students 
whose persistence is most impacted 
by financial need. The Office of 
Financial Aid & Scholarships is the 
office that most often encounters 
students at risk of dropping out 
because they cannot secure the 
financial support they need to persist. 
Tom Valles, Director of Financial Aid 
& Scholarships, states “So often, I 
hear from students that meeting their 
financial concerns is among their 

 
support from donors like you. 
Together, we can ensure a bright 
future for MSU Billings and its 
students. 

Thank you to those who joined us 
for an evening of Perfect Pairings on 
March 30. What a great evening of 
food, wine, and company! Acclaimed 
artist, Kira Fercho, and owner of 
Bistro Enzo Restaurant, Tyler Samson, 
teamed up to raise dollars for 
scholarships at MSU Billings. Over a 
five-course meal prepared by Chef 
Alex, friends gathered and enjoyed 
wine by Jackson Family Farms. Light 
music was played by Locha, a local 
duo consisting of two current MSU 
Billings students. Kira, Chancellor 

An Evening of Perfect Pairings

Chancellor’s Excellence Award

Yellowjacket Access Scholarship

Too many students drop out for 
lack of financial support, leaving 
our institution with student debt 
and without a degree. The Finish 
Line Scholarship honors their 
determination while removing 
that last financial hurdle between 
an MSU Billings student and their 
commencement ceremony. We want 
to raise $100,000 to support this 
graduation initiative. When MSU 
Billings students cross the finish line, 
diploma in hand, it’s a win for every 
aspect of our university: our student 
completion rate, our campus vitality, 
our community engagement, and 
most importantly, our new alumni. 
Our students are poised for victory, 
but they need your help crossing the 
finish line. Can we count on you to 
be part of our winning team?

Since 2002, the Chancellor’s 
Excellence Awards have been 
awarded annually to incoming 
first-year students who exemplify 
the institution’s core values of 
academic excellence, demonstrated 
leadership, and service to others - 
skills necessary to impact an evolving 
global community. Our goal is to 
enhance the existing Chancellor’s 
Excellence Award endowment to $2.5 
million. At that level, the fund would 
support $100,000 in Chancellor’s 
Excellence Awards each year. Twenty 
award recipients would receive 
$5,000 per year for up to four years 
or the completion of their bachelor’s 
degree. An endowment provides 
stable funding which allows

 
MSU Billings to make long-term 
scholarship commitments to worthy 
students. 

 
highest priorities. We hear you. That 
is why we created the Yellowjacket 
Access Scholarship to provide 
additional aid and give reassurance 
and a sense of confidence to know 
that we are with you all the way. We 
succeed when students succeed.” We 
want to raise $200,000 — that’s 200 
students who will be $1,000 closer to 
crossing the finish line, 
diploma in hand.

Scan the code to 
make a donation 

today!

Kira Fercho, 
Artist



Because of donors like you, MSU Billings graduates crossed the finish        line on May 7, 2022, at this year’s 95th Commencement ceremony!

Removing obstacles, one gift at a time

An Evening of Perfect Pairings

‘Jacket Giving Day

Chancellor’s Excellence Award

Finish Line Scholarship

“The biggest drawback to completing my education and becoming 
a contributing member of society is the ever-looming giant of 
financial resources. Scholarships help to alleviate the issue and 
make it possible for many students to attend college, especially 
if student loans are unable to cover all of the costs. The great 
kindness and generosity of donors allow many dreamers and 
ambitious students to become what they always wanted to be. 
Thank you so much for being part of my story of success!”  
      -Samuel Huffard, History

“Upon opening this scholarship and seeing the amount, a sense 
of relief ran over my body, my desire for an affordable college 
education has become even more of a reality. I am beyond grateful 
for this scholarship and would like to personally thank the donors, 
the family, and those who selected me. Your choice in awarding 
me this scholarship will not be taken for granted, I am passionate 
about attending MSUB and passionate about my future career in 
Law Enforcement. Words cannot express how thankful I am for this 
blessing.”       
             -William Ullery, Criminal Justice 

“I come from a family who has always struggled financially, and a big 
scholarship will make an enormous impact on my academic career. 
This scholarship will relieve that constant worry of determining if I 
have enough money to get through college. With that constant worry 
being taken away, it will be easier to focus on my studies and receive 
higher grades.”      
           -Carmella Prete, Nursing

“Thank you so much for donating to MSUB and my future. Your kind 
act will have an ever-lasting impact on my life. I will forever be 
thankful to be given this opportunity. You have no idea how much of 
in impact you have on my life.”   
               -Alyssa Winchell, Elementary Education

Thank YOU for your investment! 
The funds you helped raise  

will bring student programs  
and projects to life,  
which will advance  

student  
success  

at MSUB.

Too many students drop out for 
lack of financial support, leaving 
our institution with student debt 
and without a degree. The Finish 
Line Scholarship honors their 
determination while removing 
that last financial hurdle between 
an MSU Billings student and their 
commencement ceremony. We want 
to raise $100,000 to support this 
graduation initiative. When MSU 
Billings students cross the finish line, 
diploma in hand, it’s a win for every 
aspect of our university: our student 
completion rate, our campus vitality, 
our community engagement, and 
most importantly, our new alumni. 
Our students are poised for victory, 
but they need your help crossing the 
finish line. Can we count on you to 
be part of our winning team?

860+  
Donors

$59,229+ 
Raised

Alumnus/A 
154

Student 
141

300+ 
New Donors

Parent 
135

Faculty/Staff 
141

Friend 
298

Since 2002, the Chancellor’s 
Excellence Awards have been 
awarded annually to incoming 
first-year students who exemplify 
the institution’s core values of 
academic excellence, demonstrated 
leadership, and service to others - 
skills necessary to impact an evolving 
global community. Our goal is to 
enhance the existing Chancellor’s 
Excellence Award endowment to $2.5 
million. At that level, the fund would 
support $100,000 in Chancellor’s 
Excellence Awards each year. Twenty 
award recipients would receive 
$5,000 per year for up to four years 
or the completion of their bachelor’s 
degree. An endowment provides 
stable funding which allows

 
MSU Billings to make long-term 
scholarship commitments to worthy 
students. 

Stefani Hicswa, and President and 
CEO Krista Montague all noted 
while they shared stories that had 
there not been funds provided by 
scholarships, a college education 
would have been out of their reach. 
Thanks to your support, we proudly 
announce the event will provide 
a little over $35,000 in student 
scholarships!

Kira Fercho, 
Artist
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Corks & Cuisine
Thank you to all those who attended 
our 2022 Wine & Food Festival! 
This year marked 30 years of this 
incredible event that would not 
happen without the help and 
generosity of our donors, corporate 
partners, sponsors, and volunteers. 
Your investment allows us to assist 
deserving students and reward 
those who demonstrate outstanding 
leadership and academic excellence. 

Were you unable to attend this year? 
You can still support students today! 

Outstanding Alumni
Each year, the MSU Billings Alumni 
Association recognizes alumni who 
are making exceptional contributions 
to their fields, their communities, 
and their alma mater with the 
Outstanding Alumni Awards. More 
than 200 graduates and friends of 
the university have been recognized 
since the first awards program in 
1982. At this year’s Outstanding 
Alumni Awards, eight leaders were 
recognized in five categories of 
distinguished honor: Distinguished 
Alumnus/a, Recognition for 
Exceptional Achievement, Ronald 
P. Sexton Award for Professional 
Commitment, Rising Star, and Friend 
of MSU Billlings. 

Check out our website to read more about this year’s honorees!

Thank You to our 2022 
Corporate Partners & Sponsors!

Scholarship Lot: Instead of raising 
your bid card, scan the code to make 
a difference in our students’ lives! 
The Scholarships you fund will allow 
us to assist deserving students and 
reward those who demonstrate 
outstanding leadership and academic 
excellence. 

Heads or Tails: Time has certainly 
flown with 30 years of the Wine & 
Food Festival. That is certainly the 
case as MSU Billings approaches its 
100th anniversary in 2027. Help us 
build the Wine & Food Festival 100th 
Anniversary Endowment to create a 
long-lasting scholarship impact for 
our students – our goal is $100,000!

Sponsors

Partners

Scan the code to 
support students 

today!


