
Raise a glass at the 2021 
Wine & Food Festival! Join 
us Saturday, Sept. 25, at the 
MetraPark Montana Pavilion.
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Your generosity has provided over $6.5M through 28 festivals in support of scholarships and programs.

A breath-taking experience, thanks to donors like you

We salute our volunteers
By Norma Cleveland Boyd 

and Cynthia Arneson
2021 Wine & Food Festival Co-Chairs
Dictionary.com defines a 

volunteer as “a person who 
voluntarily offers himself or herself 
for a service or undertaking.” At the 
surface, this definition sounds simple, 
yet when unpacked, it reveals a 
tremendous punch! To give of one’s 
time and talent for the betterment 
of others is a selfless act. That is why 
the MSU Billings Foundation would 
like to recognize all our volunteers. 
They have made the annual Wine & 
Food Festival the outstanding event it 
is today.

With its inception nearly 30 
years ago, the Wine & Food Festival 
firmly planted its roots in volunteer-
led fundraising. The very concept 
for a wine festival was the work of 
an ad hoc committee of volunteers 
who researched event-centered 
fundraisers to identify a vehicle that 
friends of Eastern Montana College 

would both enjoy and passionately 
support. If you have attended a 
home cooking school, you’ve taken 
part in the hospitality of a volunteer 
who opened their residence to 
support MSU Billings. If you have 
bid on auction items, understand 
that those treasures were donated, 
gathered, and prepared by dozens 
of supporters. And if you’ve raised 
a glass in celebration, know that 
hundreds of volunteers have freely 
given countless hours to serve this 
vital cause.

As your event co-chairs, we could 
not be more proud and honored to 
lead this team.

The past year has been a 
challenge for everyone. Still, our 
volunteers remained committed 
and focused on our mission. It is an 
understatement to say that they are 
excited for our guests to gather on 
Sept. 25. Although this year’s festival 
will be a condensed version of the 
typical week-long celebration, the Cynthia Arneson

Norma Cleveland Boyd

The last year has prompted 
reflection on the road taken and 
what lies around the next bend. Each 
memory is buoyed by a profound 
gratitude for the people who have 
helped chart this course.

As we take a stroll down memory 
lane, checking out the sights and 
sounds of the past 28 years of the 
MSU Billings Foundation’s Wine & 
Food Festival, I marvel at the fantastic 
experiences along the way. Who 
would have thought that a wine 
festival in Billings, Mont., would turn 
out to be one of the premier events in 

our region? Who could have imagined 
that domestic and international 
winemakers, gourmet chefs, and 
industry experts would travel halfway 
around the globe to share their 
wealth of knowledge with our guests? 
Sometimes, it’s hard to fathom.

As a Foundation staffer, I have 
witnessed our mission in action. On 
behalf of the many students you have 
touched through your kindness – I 
thank you. The Wine & Food Festival 
has enabled worthy scholars to access 
higher education at MSU Billings. 
Your support changes their lives and 

ultimately changes our community, 
state, and the world for the better.

Your dedication has raised over 
$6.5 million (net) and engaged 
thousands of friends with our 
university. What a breathtaking 
experience it has been. Hang on, 
friends – we’ve only just begun!

The journey continues Saturday, 
Sept. 25, at the MetraPark Montana 
Pavilion. I hope to see you there.

Jeanne Moller
Senior Development Officer



Your generosity has provided over $6.5M through 28 festivals in support of scholarships and programs.

“I am extremely thankful for being accepted for 
this scholarship! I would not be able to further 
my education if it was not for people like you 
guys. Thank you so much for your generosity and 
assistance in helping me continue my education 
at MSUB. I also want to thank all of the donors 
and MSUB for making opportunities like this 
possible.”

Kolten Unrein, chemistry
Briggs Distributing Co. Inc./

John and Claudia Decker Endowed Scholarship

“I would like to sincerely thank the donors of the 
Daniels-Ille Family History Endowed Scholarship 
because you have allowed me to strive for my 
greatest academic aspirations. Higher education 
has always played a significant role in my life, 
with many of my role models have achieved 
much through undergraduate and graduate 
work; this scholarship will afford me the chance 
to accomplish many academic goals and uphold 
the standard I was raised with. I am incredibly 
appreciative of the generosity of the donors for 
helping support my academic career!”

Ashley Hanser, English and history
Daniels-Ille Family History Endowed Scholarship

“I cannot express how much this means to 
me. Thank you so much for granting me this 
scholarship so that I may continue to pursue my 
dream of becoming a nurse. This really means a 
lot to me, as I have worried greatly about where I 
am at financially. I feel extremely blessed that you 
have chosen me for this award. Thank you again 
for seeing my potential as I am walking down this 
path towards nursing.”

Jakeb Fellman, nursing
Audry June Cole Endowed Scholarship

“I am unable to fully express my gratitude for this 
scholarship. I have been an educator for 14 years 
and have had the desire to acquire a graduate 
degree in school counseling for some time. When I 
jumped into the graduate program last year, I did 
not know if it was a wise family decision because 
I have two sons also attending college. However, 
due in part to your generosity, I can now see 
myself achieving my own personal education and 
career goals.”

Kerry Vanderkolk, school counseling
Esther Eaton Endowed Scholarship

Take it from our students —
Scholarships change lives!

event will still reflect the 
exceptional evening our guests have 
always enjoyed at our Saturday night 
grand finale. We cannot wait to 
see you at the MetraPark Montana 
Pavilion.

We are humbled by our 
volunteers’ enormous sacrifices every 
year to improve students’ lives at 
MSU Billings. Thank you. And thank 
you for the opportunity to serve 
as your event co-chairs. You are 
the secret ingredient to 29 years of 
remarkable fundraising. We salute 
you.

While every detail of the 2021 
event unfolds, we are simultaneously 
planning for the 2022 Wine & Food 
Festival commemorating our 30th 
anniversary with a week of wine, 
food, and fellowship from May 9-14, 
2022. Mark your calendar – this 
momentous occasion cannot be 
missed!

Yes, tickets are 
still available! 
Scan to purchase!
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1992 – An idea takes shape
• To increase campus visibility, provide scholarship 

dollars to students, and engage community 
volunteers with the Foundation and campus, 
MSU Billings Foundation formed the Wine & Food 
Festival, our signature fundraising event.

• Dona Hagen and Dottie Hollatz were the event’s 
co-chairs. Briggs Distributing Company became 
a partner with the Foundation, and John Decker 
and Bob Wier of Briggs became members of the 
festival committee. Marriott Food Services, under 
the direction of Rick Waldt, also became a partner. 
Major sponsors of the event were Deaconess 
Medical Center, Exxon Billings Refinery, Fortin 
Enterprises, and Norwest Bank/Norwest Capital 
Management.

1993 – $43,000 net proceeds
• The first Wine Festival was held on the campus of 

MSU Billings. It was a two-day event: Friday wine 
tasting and a Saturday gourmet dinner and live 
auction.

• Dottie Hollatz and Dona Hagen were the co-chairs.
• Richard Arrowood of Arrowood Winery was the first 

winemaster.

1997 – $104,000 net proceeds
• Pat Petersen, chair
• Cooking Schools began; Current Wine Festival logo 

adopted
• George Phalan of Dunnewood Vineyards and Winery 

and Sandy Rogers of Simi Winery, winemasters

2002 – $204,000 net proceeds
• Sharon Weatherwax-Ripley and Ben Ripley, co-chairs
• Wine 101 and Wines Around the World Tour began
• Kerry Norton of Covey Run Winery and Charles 

Ortman of Meridian Vineyards, winemasters

2007 – $360,000 net proceeds
• Jane Howell and Joe Howell, co-chairs
• Winemaster Symposia introduced
• Laurie Hook of Beringer Vineyards and Don Wallace 

of Dry Creek Vineyards, winemasters

2012 – $288,000 net proceeds
• Kay Berry and Amy Gibler Brown, co-chairs
• 20th-anniversary celebration
• Bob Iantosca of Gloria Ferrer Caves and Vineyard 

and Jack Stuart of Benessere Vineyards, 
winemasters

2017 – $301,000 net proceeds
• Michelle Dawson and Sheila Christopherson, co-

chairs
• Steve Lohr of J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines and K.R. 

Rombauer of Rombauer Vineyards, winemasters
• Colin McKenney of Deschutes Brewing Company, 

brewmaster

2019 – $380,000 net proceeds
• Stacey Suydam and Norma Cleveland, co-chairs
• John and Lane Giguiere of Matchbook Wine 

Company and Ewan Proctor of Penfolds, 
winemasters

• Zach Nelson of KettleHouse Brewing Company, 
brewmaster

2022 – Celebrating 30 years
• In 2022, the Wine & Food Festival returns to form 

with special pre-events, a week of Cooking Schools, 
the Friday night tasting event, and our Saturday gala 
and auctions.

• You won’t believe the winemasters and chefs we’ve 
lined up! Save the date for May 9-14, 2022.

Food, friends and fundraising
Wine & Food Festival is the perfect recipe for student support


