Finish Line
Scholarship
A Graduation Initiative

Removing obstacles, one gift at a time
MSU Billings students are no strangers to hard work and tenacity. Our students are the first in their families
to seek higher education. They are parents. They are re-entering civilian life. They are ready to pivot and need
a degree to do it. They balance caregiving and classes. They stare down financial difficulties and debt and an
uncertain economy. They commute between campus and their tribal home. And they earn every step they
gain.
Too many students drop out for lack of financial support, leaving our institution with student debt and without
a degree. The Finish Line Scholarship honors their determination while removing that last financial hurdle
between an MSU Billings student and their commencement ceremony.
When MSU Billings students cross the finish line, diploma in hand, it’s a win for every
aspect of our university: our student completion rate, our campus vitality, our
community engagement, and most importantly, our new alumni.

Help us meet our goal
The Finish Line Scholarship supports students within 30 credits of
completing a degree in any MSU Billings program, earning Satisfactory
Academic Progress (SAP), with preference to Montana residents and
students who demonstrate financial need.
Our goal is to raise $100,000 in fiscal year 2021-2022.
Your gift can be split with a portion designated to support
the current academic year and a portion designated to an
endowment that will provide permanent funding for this
graduation initiative.

“

The Finish Line Scholarship helps students pay
their final semester bills, empowering them to
focus on their coursework and plan for a future
that’s now within reach.

Jennifer Ries
Scholarship Officer

”

Support where they need
it, when they need it
The Finish Line Scholarship is managed through the Office of
Financial Aid & Scholarships.
Management by the office that most often encounters needful
students puts the Finish Line Scholarship in the hands of
administrators who can apply the award where it’s needed, when
it’s needed.
Prospective grant recipients’ financial aid packages are reviewed
to make sure Pell grants, waivers, work study, or other scholarship
are not adversely affected by the Finish Line Scholarship, which
will become part of the student’s overall financial aid package.
Once approved by the Office of Financial Aid & Scholarships,
the Finish Line Scholarship is applied first to any outstanding
balance. If there is no balance, the student receives the grant as
a reimbursement which can be used for any educationally related
expenses including housing, meal plans, books, or other needs.
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The average age of an MSUB
undergraduate student

242
307
58%

Are military and veterans

MSUB students are Native American

Of MSUB students call Yellowstone
County home

81%
94%

Of MSUB students are Montanans

Of MSUB students commute to
campus

100%

Of MSUB students want to cross the
finish line, diploma in hand, and they
can — if you become part of our
winning team
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