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Since 2002, the Chancellor’s Excellence Awards have been awarded annually to incoming Montana State 
University Billings first-year students who exemplify the institution’s core values of academic excellence, 
demonstrated leadership, and service to others — skills necessary to impact an evolving global community.

Brenna Beckett, a Chancellor’s Scholar from Broadview, Mont., is the epitome of this ideal.

Beckett earned a double major in broadfield science education and biology. She was an active member of 
the Associated Students of MSUB, a student-athlete with the track and field team, an employee in the Center 
for Engagement, and a member of the ‘Jacket Student Ambassadors. She volunteered for multiple science 
education organizations in the area and serveed as a volunteer coach and mentor for high school students.

In 2019, Beckett received a Newman Civic Fellowship from Campus Compact, a one-year fellowship experience 
for community-committed students that supports students’ personal, professional, and civic development.

“A servant’s heart has blessed me since birth, and the opportunities I have encountered at MSUB have given 
it a chance to flourish. The idea of education posterity shook me to my core, as every 
day of my future career will consist of service,” said Beckett. “MSUB was the best 
choice I could have made, and the past four years have been invaluable to my 
career and my life.”

But these accomplishments would not have been 
possible, said Beckett, without privately-funded 
scholarship support.

“Being able to focus on school, athletics, and 
volunteering instead of finances enables me to be 
a fully present and committed student, teammate, 
and leader,” she shared. “The experiences that 
I’ve had and the connections that I have made have 
catalyzed growth in my academic and personal life.”

Beckett graduated with honors in 2020.

Chancellor’s Scholars selection process

The MSU Billings University Honors Program receives an 
increasing number of applications for our most prestigious 
scholarship. In 2021, 48 students applied. The selection 
committee invites about a dozen finalists to campus for in-
person committee interviews. Students are selected based on 
their academic merit, leadership, and community service.

Chancellor’s Excellence Award
Our best, our brightest  — and Montana’s future



The University Honors Program

Help us meet our goal

The University Honors Program (UHP) offers intellectually stimulating classes and career-building opportunities. 
Smaller in size, honors classes are taught by outstanding professors; foster active, engaged learning; and 
emphasize problem-solving, innovation, and creativity. The University Honors Program is not a destination; it 
is a journey that opens doors to opportunity at MSU Billings and after. 

Via their experiences in the program, UHP students are challenged to explore new ideas and to evaluate held 
knowledge. The program provides research and internship opportunities and assists students to study abroad, 
to apply for scholarships, and to acquire the skills and credentials for successful careers. 

UHP is open to all undergraduate students interested in enriched learning opportunities, cultural exploration, 
and fellowship. Chancellor’s Scholars are granted admission as a component of their Excellence Award.

A celebration of student scholarship
MSU Billings’ annual Research, Creativity, and Community 

Involvement Conference provides an opportunity for 
undergraduate and graduate students of all majors to present 

their research and creative scholarship in a public forum. 
Sponsored by the Office of Grants and Sponsored Programs, 

UHP, and Montana IDeA Networks of Biomedical Research 
Excellence (INBRE), the symposium celebrates the work of 

more than 140 students.

“The conference celebrates the results of what goes on every 
day in our studios, laboratories and classrooms,” said former 

UHP Director David Craig. “There are presentations from all areas 
of campus — City College students displaying research on biofuels, 

art students presenting their work in the juried show, and our 
Goldwater nominees sharing the projects that foretell their careers as 

future scientists.”

The event includes scholarly works that are as diverse as the fields of 
study they represent, from physics, biology, chemistry, and creative 

writing. The event is paired with the university’s Jazz Festival.

To enhance the existing Chancellor’s Excellence Award 
endowment to $2.5 million.

At that level, the fund would support $100,000 in 
Chancellor’s Excellence Awards each year.

Twenty award recipients would receive $5,000 per year for up 
to four years or the completion of their bachelor’s degree.

An endowment provides stable funding which allows MSU Billings 
to make long-term scholarship commitments to worthy students.

SCHOLAR
SUCCESSES

3.81 AVERAGE GPA AY2021

97% OF FRESHMEN RETAINED

84% GRADUATION
RATE



“
”

We are proud to recognize each of 
these extraordinary student-leaders 
and thrilled to have the opportunity to 
engage with them.
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Dear ‘Jacket Family, Friends, and Alumni,

The Chancellor’s Excellence Award attracts and supports students who demonstrate academic excellence, 
superior work ethic, and significant financial need—students who have been leaders in high school and 
will be leaders at MSUB and and beyond. In particular, our students from central and Eastern Montana 

often tell us they chose MSU Billings because it offers the smaller-community university experience that will 
best assist them to build their careers and support their communities. This year’s recipients illustrate these 
qualities and our expectations for them:

• Bryn Lien is the valedictorian from Havre High School and will attend MSUB enroute to medical school. 
As a high school junior, she took AP chemistry and AP calculus, participated in marching band, and taught 
dance. The workload from this meant that she did not get home most nights until 10 p.m. and then had 
to start her homework.

• Shayla Borlaug is the valedictorian from North Star High School in Rudyard. She grew up on a third-
generation family farm and sought out the leadership development opportunities that will assist her career 
goal in finance assisting people who live in small communities like hers: Family Career and Community 
Leaders of America, Business Professionals of America, and Hugh O’Brian Youth Leader.

• Carmella Prete will be a first-generation college student, works as a Certified Nursing Assistant at Holy 
Rosary Hospital in Miles City, and was captain of her high school volleyball and basketball teams. Growing 
up in family which had limited financial resources, Carmella realized that she needed to develop a growth 
mindset in which identified the steps that she needed to take to become a nurse practitioner.

We are proud to recognize each of these extraordinary student-leaders and thrilled to have the opportunity 
to engage with them. There are many more such students whom we would like to support, which is why we 
need your help building our endowment to $2.5 million. Gifts to the Chancellor’s Excellence Award constitute 
continuing legacies, supporting excellence for the scholars while here and facilitating their dreams when they 
leave.

With gratitude,

Jana Marcette
Director of Graduate Studies and University Honors Program


