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BACKGROUNDER
 The annual Wine & Food Festival is the largest annual fundraiser for the MSU Billings Foundation. The festival raises 
dollars to assist in the foundation's important work, especially in providing student scholarships. In 2019, the festival netted 
$380,000, adding to the more than $6 million in net proceeds garnered since the event's inception in 1993. 

Festival roots

 The annual Wine & Food Festival is the result of an ad hoc committee formed in 1992 by the MSU Billings 
Foundation. The committee was tasked with exploring options for a special event which would increase campus visibility, 
provide scholarship dollars to students, and engage community volunteers with the foundation and university. Dona Hagen, 
Gail Waller, Dottie Hollatz, Corby Skinner, Deb Dzuck and Dr. Bruce Carpenter were the founding committee members. After 
researching nationwide festivals, the foundation approved the idea for a wine festival and provided the necessary start-up 
funds. Briggs Distributing Company and Marriott Food Services joined the team to make the first event a success. In 1993, 
the first Wine & Food Festival took place over two days and raised $43,000 in net proceeds.

2021 Co-chairs

 Norma Cleveland and Sandee Edelman are co-chairing the 2021 Wine & Food Festival. Cleveland is an alumna of 
MSU Billings, and she remained connected with the university through the Alumni Association. In 2006, she won the J. Cody 
Montalban Award for Outstanding Service. Cleveland began serving on Wine & Food Festival committees in 2002 and has 
continued to be involved since then. Edelman has enjoyed verious roles in higher education over 20 years. Now at MSU 
Billings, she volunteers in multiple capacities, helping to promote the university in the community and serve as a mentor and 
role model for students. 

A timeless tradition

 Wine & Food Festival changes each year to embrace new culinary styles and wine from around the world, and 
appeal to the many people who attend a variety of events leading up to and during the week-long festival in May. Guest chef 
presenters, live and silent auctions, world-class cuisine, fine wine, cooking schools, and more make this festival a truly special 
program. Every dollar raised supports the MSU Billings Foundation and the students of Montana State University Billings! 

   msubfoundation.com/wine-food                       (888) 430-MSUB                                 info@msubfoundation.com  
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