


Mission
The Montana State University Billings Foundation was 
founded in 1968 to advance the goals of Montana State 
University Billings by:

• Establishing lifelong relationships with university 
students, parents, faculty, alumni, friends, and 
community partners.

• Creating pathways to success and sustaining them 
through philanthropy, stewardship, and community 
engagement.

• Seeking and nurturing innovative partnerships to 
support the realization of current and emerging 
university priorities.

• Fostering a culture of inclusivity that celebrates 
diversity on campus and beyond.

Vision
The Montana State University Billings Foundation will 
reduce financial barriers to a quality education, enhance 
the campus experience, and encourage the growth of 
Montana State University Billings. 

Philanthropic 
Donor Rights
Philanthropy is based on voluntary action for the 
common good. It is a tradition of giving and sharing 
that is essential to the quality of life. To ensure that 
philanthropy merits the respect and trust of the general 
public, and that donors and prospective donors can have 
full confidence in the nonprofit organization and causes 
they are asked to support, we declare that all donors 
have these rights:

 1. To be informed of the organization’s mission, of 
the way the organization intends to use donated 
resources, and of its capacity to use donations 
effectively for their intended purposes.

 2. To be informed of the identity of those serving on 
the organization’s governing board, and to expect 
the board to exercise prudent judgement in its 
stewardship responsibilities.

 3. To have access to the organization’s most recent 
financial statements.

 4.  To be assured gifts will be used for the purposes for 
which they are given.

 5.  To receive appropriate acknowledgement and 
recognition.

 6.  To be assured that information about their 
donations are handled with respect and 
confidentiality to the extent provided by the law.

 7.  To expect that all relationships with individuals 
representing organizations of interest to the donor 
will be professional in nature.

 8.  To be informed whether those seeking donations 
are volunteers, employees of the organization, or 
hired solicitors.

 9.  To have the opportunity for their names to be 
deleted from the mailing lists an organization may 
intend to share.

 10. To feel free to ask questions when making a 
donation and to receive prompt, truthful, and 
forthright answers. 
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There is no shortage of wonder in Montana. 
Nicknamed the “Treasure State,” there are 
riches to be found in the highest peaks to 
the lowest plains. As the fourth largest 
state, this expanse under the Big Sky 
beckons people in search of something 
greater. 

Students seeking to make their mark in 
Montana and beyond come to Montana 
State University Billings. They know that 
with the right combination of education 
and experience, the possibilities for a 
brighter future are endless. But many of 
them face obstacles – like navigating work 
schedules, family demands and financial 
strains – in their pursuit of that future. 
That’s why the Montana State University 
Billings Foundation exists. We are there to 
provide the pathways and eliminate the 
barriers to help students succeed. 

Former students like Judy Martz, the only 
woman to serve as Governor of Montana, 
renowned Native American artist Kevin 
Red Star, and San Francisco 49er Bill 
Wondolowski got their start at MSU 
Billings. With the help of our foundation, 
students like them receive scholarship 
support, learn in state-of-the-art facilities, 
and achieve their educational dreams. For 
more than 50 years, we’ve made leaders 
and achievers of all types – and we’ve done 
it together. 

It is you, our donors and friends, who make 
our mission possible. Your contributions, 
small and large, impact the students 
who enter the doors of Montana State 
University Billings seeking something 
greater, and leave someone greater. This 
annual report demonstrates our strength 
as we join one another to support students 
through charitable giving and stewardship. 

Together, we are the foundation for their 
future.

“Education is a human right with immense 
power to transform. On its foundation rests 
the cornerstones of freedom, democracy and 
sustainable human development.” 
Kofi Annan, former United Nations Secretary-General and 
2001 Nobel Peace Prize recipient
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The base of our foundation is strong, 
and in the next 50 years, the Montana 
State University Billings Foundation is 
committed to building upon that strength. 
As MSU Billings evolves to meet the 
changing needs of students, 
businesses and industries for 
the future, support from the 
communities our university 
serves enhances its efforts. 

It seems like yesterday I 
attended Eastern Montana 
College in the fall of 1976. A 
lot has happened in the world 
of globalization and rapid 
technology advancements 
since then. Students are 
looking at universities that 
will prepare them with the 
skills necessary to compete 
in new markets. Innovative 
education, art and science, 
business, allied health, and 
industry programs at City College and 
MSU Billings launch graduates into 
careers where they not only succeed – 
they excel. 

Our student-centered philosophy helps 
us continue to expand and create 
opportunities for those who seek an 
education at MSU Billings. Our students 
will be prepared for the workforce of 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO

MSU Billings 
Foundation 
Staff
Shannon Behounek, 

Records and 
Research 
Coordinator

Jodi Byrne, Executive 
Assistant/HR

Jon Egeland, Vice 
President of Finance

Tiffini Gallant, 
Marketing 
Coordinator

Sarah Haight, 
Development 
Coordinator

Adam Liberty, Vice 
President of 
Development

Jeanne Moller, Senior 
Development Officer

Jennifer Ries, 
Scholarship Officer

Dyann Romeijn, Senior 
Development Officer

Gillette Vaira, Director 
of Alumni Relations

the future. The growth and change we 
experience builds a brighter tomorrow for 
the communities our graduates serve. 

I would like to thank you for supporting 
MSU Billings and the future we’re 

creating together. The new 
Yellowstone Science and 
Allied Health Building is only 
the first step to attract new 
students with state-of-the-
art facilities. New programs, 
buildings and growth help 
MSUB remain one of the best 
universities in the state of 
Montana! 

Come and join us for events 
and athletic competitions. 
Call us for a tour and visit 
our campus. The MSUB 
Foundation was established 
in 1968 and, with your 
assistance, will touch lives 

well into the future.

With gratitude, 

Bill Kennedy, President & CEO
MSU Billings Foundation

Bill Kennedy

Alumni gather in front of the MSU Billings Alumni House during ’Jacket Homecoming 2018.



Montana State University Billings Foundation 2018-2019 Annual Report 32 Montana State University Billings Foundation 2018-2019 Annual Report

There are times when one is part 
of something so much larger than 
themselves, that they wonder if the small 
part they play makes a difference. But 
in the words of Margaret Meade, “Never 
doubt that a small group 
of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world; 
indeed, it is the only thing that 
ever has.”

This year at Montana 
State University Billings, 
small changes are making 
a significant impact in the 
Billings community, Montana 
and our region. Soon, the 
expanded Yellowstone 
Science and Allied Health 
Building will boast the next 
wave of professionals ready 
to converge upon our city’s 
medical corridor. Native 
American and veteran 
programs are being revamped to attract 
and retain the students that are integral 
to our area. As programs that bring 
regional learners to campus are increased, 
the ones that have fallen by the wayside 
of modern momentum are eliminated. 

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES CHAIR

MSU Billings 
Foundation 
Board of 
Trustees
Donna Fredericks, Chair
Carter Mollgaard, Vice 

Chair
Dave Warne, Immediate 

Past Chair
Lisa Perry, Treasurer
Darwin George, 

Secretary
Lenette Kosovich, 

Member-at-Large 
Trent Sizemore, 

Member-at-Large
Jim Berry
Kay Berry
Dr. Dan Edelman
Beverly Hall
Roger Huebner
Allyn Hulteng
Bill Kennedy
Mike Nelson
Tom Potter
Donald Roberts
Dr. Rachel Schaffer
Andy Sullivan

Recent progress is truly student-centered, 
and the positive future ramifications are 
inevitable. Although change is never easy, 
it is the only way to truly move forward. 

None of our past, present or future 
accomplishments could be 
achieved without each gift, 
stroke of a pen, and hour of 
time you generously dedicate 
toward improving MSU 
Billings. This university has 
helped define Billings and the 
surrounding area for nearly 
a century, and we know 
the future holds even more 
challenges. On behalf of the 
MSUB Foundation board of 
trustees, thank you for your 
continued support as we rise 
to those challenges. 

Best wishes, 

Donna Fredericks, Chair 
MSU Billings Foundation Board of Trustees

MESSAGE FROM THE CHANCELLOR

MSU Billings 
Chancellor’s 
Cabinet
Melinda Arnold, Provost 

and Vice Chancellor 
for Academic Affairs

Kim Hayworth, Vice 
Chancellor for 
Student Access & 
Success

Susan Simmers, Vice 
Chancellor for 
Administration and 
Finance

Bill Kennedy, President 
& CEO of the MSU 
Billings Foundation

Maureen Brakke, 
Director of University 
Communications & 
Marketing

Dawn Githens, Director 
of Military and 
Veterans Success 
Center

Joe McGeshick, Tribal 
Liaison

Donna Fredericks

Dr. Dan Edelman

Advocates and supporters of Montana 
State University Billings, it’s hard to 
believe it has been a year and half since I 
joined as chancellor. We’ve accomplished 
much in a short period of time and 
continue to make great 
strides to better our 
university and increase 
opportunities for our 
students. The development  
of MSU Billings could not be 
possible without the  
support of many, and for that 
I thank you. 

We at MSU Billings are 
grateful for those who truly 
care about our university and 
its future. Every donation 
helps us move closer to 
reaching our goals. Even the 
smallest contributions from 
supporters accumulate and 
make a difference. 

We’ve had a momentous year at MSU 
Billings. May was a banner month for the 
MSU Billings Foundation, raising $1 million 
dollars. That month, we hosted the annual 
Wine & Food Festival with great success, 
raising funds for student scholarships.

The Yellowstone Science and Allied Health 

Building campaign is complete – a feat 
that could not have been possible 
without all the donations from our large 
donors to the numerous contributors who 
exceeded our expectations. As STEM 

fields continue to expand, this 
new state-of-the-art facility 
will be ready to 
accommodate students 
pursuing those careers. 

I have many other reasons to 
thank those who have 
supported MSU Billings. We 
greatly appreciate your 
dedication to the university 
and our students. Your 
support helps make each 
student’s dreams possible. 

MSU Billings is committed to 
providing a quality education 
and equipping our graduates 
for careers in Montana and 

worldwide. Because of you, we continue 
to improve every day. 

Thank you!

Dr. Dan Edelman, Chancellor 
Montana State University Billings
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On March 22, 2018, Montana’s Coal 
Board awarded $500,000 toward 
the new Yellowstone Science and 
Allied Health Building at Montana 
State University Billings. While the 
university ultimately received the 
award, the result was anything 
but certain. Over the course of 
four Coal Board meetings, the 
project application was tabled, 
awarded, recommended for 
withdrawal, submitted again 
under a new partnership, tabled 
again, and finally awarded.

Sidney Fitzpatrick, Big Horn 
County commissioner, Coal Board 
vice president, and a key vote for 
the Yellowstone Building said, “I 
did not lay down, we fought hard.”

A split decision
The Yellowstone Science and 
Allied Health Building application 
came before the Coal Board for 
the first time in September 2017. 
Upon review, the state revenue 
necessary to award funding to 
MSU Billings had not yet been 
received. This meant funds would 
not be available until December 
2017, delaying the project.

On Jan. 18, 2018, the Coal Board 
reconvened at MSU Billings. With 

funds in hand for disbursement, 
the university’s application was 
considered once again. Despite 
an alternate motion made to 
decrease the award to $150,000 
– a reduction of $350,000 – the 
$500,000 was granted. However, 
the board was not unanimous in 
their vote.

Less than three weeks later, 
the Coal Board notified MSU 
Billings that they overlooked a 
law defining recipient eligibility, 
putting the award in danger. 
Fortunately, a last-minute 
partnership with Big Sky Economic 
Development made the university 
eligible for funding, so MSU Billings 
submitted a new application 
just in time for the Coal Board’s 
February meeting. 

The new application was refused 
by a split-decision vote between 
the board’s six members. But 
there was still the matter of 
the previous month’s $500,000 
award. The motion to withdraw 
the $500,000 according to staff 
recommendations was made, and 
that motion also failed with a 
3-3 vote. Now at an impasse, the 
application was tabled another 
month.

Making a case
On March 22, 2018, the Coal 
Board convened amid a crowd. 
Numerous MSU Billings supporters 
filled the room, many of whom 
spoke in favor of the Yellowstone 
Science and Allied Health Building. 

Fitzpatrick made his case for 
supporting the project. 

“I have four sons, three daughters, 
18 grandsons, 17 granddaughters, 
and they are going to come to this 
university,” he said. 

With the crowd anxiously awaiting 
a decision, Fitzpatrick motioned 
to approve the university’s new 
application. The vote resulted in 
the Coal Board’s final $500,000 
award to the Yellowstone Science 
and Allied Health Building.

“The Coal Board grant was the 
catalyst to leverage other dollars. 
It was the reason we will have the 
Yellowstone Science and Allied 
Health Building,” said Bill Kennedy, 
president and CEO of the MSU 
Billings Foundation. “Thank you 
Sidney and the entire Coal Board 
for your investment in MSUB 
students, who come from all over 
coal country.”

Construction 
Commences
The renovation 
and expansion of 
the MSU Billings 
Yellowstone 
Science and Allied 
Health Building 
has begun. 
Construction is 
anticipated to 
complete by 
June 1, 2021. 

CoalFrom

Campus
Country

By Adam Liberty

To

MAJOR GIFTS
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Make Your Mark on 
Campus
Leave a permanent legacy 
at MSU Billings with an 
engraved and personalized 
brick. Commemorate your 
graduation year, business 
and more with a 4"x8" 
brick for $250, or an 8"x8" 
brick for $500. When 
construction is completed, 
visit campus to see your 
brick laid into a monument 
celebrating the supporters 
of the Yellowstone Science 
and Allied Health Building.

Purchase a commemorative 
brick online at 
msubfoundation.com.
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The 27th annual Wine & Food 
Festival brought joy and 
happiness to hundreds of guests. 
Festival attendees enjoyed fine 
wines, delicious food and friends 
in celebration of MSU Billings 
students. A week of high-quality 
programs for wine, beer and 
culinary enthusiasts culminated 
in two exciting evenings under 
the big party tent on the 
campus of MSU Billings. Thanks 
to the tremendous generosity 
of festival supporters, dollars 
raised assist the Montana State 
University Billings Foundation in 
its important work, especially in 
providing student scholarships. 

It takes a village
A dedicated corps of volunteers, 
led by festival co-chairs Stacey 
Suydam and Norma Cleveland, 
began planning 2019 festivities 
shortly after the 2018 festival 
concluded. Widely popular pre-
events between October and April 
only increased the anticipation of 
the main events in May. Months 
of planning resulted in a record 
year of $380,000 in net proceeds 
raised. Since its inception, the 
Wine & Food Festival has netted 
over $6.3 million.

From beginning to end, the Wine 
& Food Festival brought together 
an impressive list of regional 
professionals who delighted 
guests with their knowledge of 
winemaking and craft brewing, 
culinary skills, and food and wine 

2019 WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL

By Jeanne Mol ler

pairings. Welcoming winemasters 
John and Lane Giguiere of 
Matchbook Wine Company in 
Zamora, CA, and Ewan Proctor 
of Penfolds of Australia, and 
brewmaster Zach Nelson from 
KettleHouse Brewing Company 
in Missoula, MT, was a special 
highlight. 

Changing lives
For the second year in a row, 
Saturday evening guests were 
overjoyed by a show-stopping 
announcement made on behalf 
of 1970 Eastern Montana College 
alumnus Carl Ueland and his wife, 
Barbara. The Uelands donated 
$600,000 over six years to fund 
biology and athletics scholarships, 
and the tent exploded with 
applause. Chancellor Dan Edelman 
and Athletic Director Krista 
Montague accepted the donation 
on behalf of the hundreds of 
students who will benefit from the 
Uelands’ generosity for years to 
come.

Dani and Dillon Steiger, 2019 
graduates, further emphasized 
the importance of scholarships 
for MSU Billings students. The 
couple thanked festival guests for 
their generosity and assured them 
that their support encourages 
students to pursue a college 
education. Scholarships show 
them that someone cares and, 
as a result, lives are changed as 
students achieve brighter futures 
for themselves and their families.

$6 million net dollars 
raised through 27 Wine 
& Food Festivals

1993 – First Wine & 
Food Festival held 
on the MSU Billings 
campus

6 days of Wine & Food 
Festival events

200+ volunteers each 
Wine & Food Festival 

$190K donated to 
Wine & Food Festival 
Scholarship Lot during 
2019 live auction
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2020 Festival Kicks 
Off with Pre-Event

Volunteers are already 
planning the 2020 Wine & 
Food Festival. On Oct. 21, 

Daring Pairing featuring wines 
of South America kicks off 
the season as the festival’s 
first pre-event. Additional 

pre-events will follow, leading 
up to the week-long festival in 
May. The 28th annual Wine & 
Food Festival promises to be 

the best yet.

Visit msubfoundation.com/
wine-food to see details as 
they become available, and 

plan to attend May 11-16, 2020.
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MSU BILL INGS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Unloading war casualties at the 
McChord Air Force Base and 
working in the operating room 
at Bremerton Naval Hospital 
was traumatic for then 18-year- 
old Steve Scanlin. As a Navy 
combat hospital corpsman from 
Red Lodge, MT, he saved the 
lives of soldiers who survived 
the 10-hour flight from Vietnam. 
A lifetime had passed when he 
completed 27 months of active 
duty at age 20.

“It was the shock of my life,” he 
said. “I was a classic Vietnam vet, 
looking around to see where the 
rest of my life was going to go.”

Fearless leader
With GI Bill support, Scanlin 
decided Eastern Montana College 
would be his next step. 

“EMC was a safe place to go and 
be around young people my age,” 
he said. “Maybe I was trying to 
escape from what I had seen and 
done, but it projected me into the 
rest of my life.” 

Scanlin immersed himself in 
student life. He joined the 
Veterans’ Club, photographed 
for the student newspaper, and 
ran for two student government 
offices at once – winning both. He 
helped bring the Beach Boys to 
campus in 1969. And during an era 
of activism, he fought to protect 
student fees in a landmark case 
that went to the Supreme Court.

“We were fearless,” he said.

Alumni Advisory Steering 
Committee
Kevin Deckert, ’01, Events and 

Special Projects Task Force Leader
Mandi Graham, ’13, Awards and 

Scholarships Task Force Leader
Nik Wong, ’13, Outreach and 

Recruitment Task Force Leader
Bobby Anner-Hughes, ’80
Amy Bieber, ’17
Magally Brinkman
April Buscher, ’13, ’15, ’17
Sandee Edelman
Ashleigh Heimbach, ’12
Leanne Huber
Sharon Daniels Ille, ’65, ’74
Don James, ’68, ’77
Kevin Majewski, Ph.D, ’07
Lloyd Mickelson, ’63
Vanessa Monroe
Clark Swan, ’12, ’13, ’14

Proud graduate
In 1969, Scanlin earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Education from EMC. 
He went on to earn a master’s 
degree in social work and later, a 
law degree. He worked in social 
services and government before 
opening a private law practice in 
Boise, ID, where his EMC diploma 
hangs proudly by his desk. 

When invited to MSU Billings’ 
Golden Graduates Alumni 
Program, which honors alumni 
who graduated 50 or more years 
ago, Scanlin couldn’t pass up the 
opportunity.

“Fifty years had just gone 
by so fast,” he said. “It is a 
big deal and it should be 
celebrated.”

Standing in golden regalia 
during the university’s 2019 
commencement ceremony, 
Scanlin was honored as 
Chancellor Edelman, also a 
veteran, placed red, white and 
blue cords around his neck in 
recognition of his service. 

“I almost wanted to cry,” he said. 
“[The Golden Graduates Alumni 

Program] brought me back to 
my college and brought me back 
home, literally and figuratively.”

Generous donor
Reconnecting with his alma 
mater inspired Scanlin to donate 
an additional $15,000 to a 
scholarship in honor of his mother. 

“A lot of the students receiving 
this scholarship are first-
generation kids or their families 
can’t support them and they’re 
living on their own, like I did. I’ve 
lived that,” he said. “Anything I can 
do to help even one more kid get a 
degree is worth it.”

Education helped Scanlin heal 
from the trauma of war, created 
his sense of direction, and 
catalyzed his career. He found 
his purpose at Eastern Montana 
College – and now he gives so 
others can find their purpose as 
well. 

Left: Steve 
Scanlin today

Below: Pages 
from Steve’s 
1969 EMC 
Rimrock 
yearbook
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ANNUAL GIVING

’Jacket Giving Day 
connects Montana 
State University 
Billings students 
to their networks 
through social media, 
texting, and email 
outreach. This one-
day crowdfunding 
event gives university 
departments a chance 
to share about vital 
needs within their 
areas, and the impact 
these projects have on 
students. Projects like 
the MSU Billings Music 
Department’s recording studio are 
just one example of a dream that 
became a reality because of this 
event. 

Musicians in the making
The first-ever ’Jacket Giving Day 
was held in October 2018. The 
fundraiser garnered enough 
money to renovate a room 
and purchase equipment for a 
recording studio in the music 
department. Every MSU Billings 
student majoring in music takes 
a recording technology class that 
teaches them how to use the 
studio to run ensembles and burn 
demos. All music majors have 
access to the studio.

Doug Nagel, co-chair of the music 
department, saw how vital this 

A Day of Giving,
By Dyann Romei jn

project was for his 
students. He said the 
studio gives students a 
chance to market and 
promote themselves in 
the music industry. It 
provides them with real 
experience and access 
to the tools they need 
to become successful 
musicians.

Giving sound  
to soul
The new recording 
studio benefits MSU 

Billings students like Alexander 
Bush, a music major and founding 
member of The Soul Funk 
Collective. Bush says the studio 
helps the band book gigs. He, 
along with 10 other students who 
started the band in a class two 
years ago, have played venues 
like the Balloon Glow, Craft Local, 
weddings and other various 
places. Using the studio to record 
demos has enabled the band to 
promote their music and directly 
impacted their success.

Bush has been so impacted by 
his teachers and mentors in 
the music department that he 
hopes to attend graduate school 
after completing his degree at 
MSU Billings. He plans to study 
composition, and wants to teach 
and inspire other students. 

The Annual Drive for Excellence kicks 
off each fall to support the important 
work of the MSU Billings Foundation. 
Through the generosity of businesses, 
faculty, staff, alumni and friends, 
the foundation is able to provide 
scholarships, grow academic programs, 
support campus projects, and reach 
out to the MSU Billings campus, 
surrounding communities, and alumni 
worldwide.

LifetimeA
of Impact

Annual Drive for 
Excellence

’Jacket Giving Day 
Returns in 2020
Your gifts on ’Jacket Giving 
Day help make projects like 
the recording studio possible. 
Will you invest in the future 
of MSU Billings students 
once again? Learn how you 
can help provide equipment, 
specialized training 
opportunities, scholarships, 
and more during ’Jacket 
Giving Day on Feb. 20, 2020. 
Mark your calendars and 
be a part of transforming 
the lives on campus which 
directly impact the Billings 
community, and beyond.

Student
Scholarships:
$1,694,936

Alumni Relations:
$103,062

Campus Projects:
$161,652

Academic Programs:
$190,172

Campus & Community 
Outreach:
$477,768

Doug Nagel
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EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

2019 Golden Graduates 
Alumni Program 
The Alumni Association launched 
its first-ever Golden Graduates 
Alumni Program during the 2019 
MSU Billings Commencement 
Ceremony. This reunion-based 
event celebrated 21 alumni who 
graduated in 1969 or prior. Golden 
Graduates are recognized for their 
lifetime achievements since their 
own commencement ceremonies 
more than 50 years ago. This 
program united Golden Graduates 
with the class of 2019, other alumni, 
and their alma mater during two 
days of festivities. 

2018 Montana 
Business Hall of Fame
The MSU Billings Foundation 
and the College of Business 
commemmorate successful and 
innovative Montana business 
leaders in private enterprise who 
exemplify leadership and an 
entrepreneurial spirit through the 
Montana Business Hall of Fame. 
The 2018 inductees, Bill Ballard, 
Bob and Penni Nance, and Sarah 
Calhoun, were honored at the 
annual Montana Business Hall of 
Fame Banquet in October.

1 Bob and Penni Nance, 2018 MBHOF 
honorees

2 Bill Ballard, 2018 MBHOF honoree

3 Sarah Calhoun, 2018 MBHOF honoree

4 2019 Outstanding Alumni Award winners

5 2019 MSU Billings Commencement 
Ceremony

6 Jill Shea, Clark Swan and Linda 
Williamson from the inaugural class of 
Golden Graduates

7 Golden Graduate Ed Butcher poses with 
MSU Billings Chancellor Dan Edelman

4

2019 Outstanding 
Alumni Awards 
Alumni who make exceptional 
contributions to their fields, 
communities and alma mater 
are recognized each year with 
Outstanding Alumni Awards. 
More than 200 graduates and 
friends of the university have 
been recognized since the first 
awards program in 1982. The 
2019 Outstanding Alumni Awards 
honored Carter Mollgaard, Krista 
Montague, Jerry Anderson, Harold 
Olson, Darwin George, Judy 
Povilaitis, Trudy Collins, and Gareld 
and Barbara Krieg. 

1 2 3

5

6 7
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ACTIVIT IES TIMELINE

Nov. 6  Montana Business 
Hall of Fame Banquet

Nov. 6  Give a Ton Kickoff: 
Battlin’ Bears/Yellowjackets 
Food Drive

Dec. 12  Give a Ton Tailgate: 
Battlin’ Bears/Yellowjackets 
Food Drive

Feb. 15  Basketball Tailgate/
Outstanding Alumni Awards 
Announcement

The first-ever Buzzin’ Beyond Billings: 
Eastern Montana Tour takes university 
leaders and current students to stops in 
Miles City, Sidney, Glendive and Poplar to 
connect MSU Billings with prospective 
students, alumni and community 
members.

July 2018
MSU Billings sponsors a day at 
MontanaFair, inviting alumni and their 
families to celebrate ‘Jacket pride with 
live music, an ice cream social, and – of 
course – carnival rides!

August 2018

The MSU Billings Foundation breaks 
ground on the new Yellowstone 
Science and Allied Health Building 
after completing a $5 million capital 
fundraising campaign. 

Homecoming returns to the MSUB 
campus with three days of school 
spirit, including the relaunch of the 
MSU Billings Alumni Association 
and the first-ever ’Jacket Giving Day 
crowdfunding event. 

Marsha Goetting hosts another 
Estate Planning Seminar in her 
three-part series helping educate the 
community about charitable giving 
through bequests.

The reinvented msubfoundation.com 
launches, combining the MSU Billings 
Foundation, Wine & Food Festival, 
and Alumni Association sites.

The Alumni 
Association’s 
holiday event, 
Swingin’ in 
the New Year, 
brought alumni 
and friends 
together with 
swing dance 
lessons and a 
50s-inspired 
menu and music.

Wine & Food Festival pre-events kick 
off this year with An Evening at Lilac 
featuring cider pairings from Western 
Cider Company of Missoula, MT.

On Pi Day, the Yellowstone Science 
and Allied Health Building architect 
reveals plans for the renovation and 
expansion of the building, as well as a 
timeline for the project. 

Native 
American 
alumni join 
the Alumni 
Association at 
Northern Hotel 
for breakfast 
during the 
51st annual 
MSU Billings 
Powwow. 

The annual Wine 
& Food Festival 
celebrates wine, 
food and raising 
money for MSU 
Billings students 
with a week of 
festivities, netting 
$380,000 to 
assist in the 
important work of 
the MSU Billings 
Foundation, 
especially in 
providing student 
scholarships. 

It’s the end of Fiscal Year 2018-19, but 
there are plenty of upcoming events 
and activities you can get involved in!

September 2018 October 2018

November 2018 December 2018 January 
2019

February 2019 March 2019

April 
2019

May 2019 June 2019

Mark your calendars for these 
upcoming events!

Feb. 20  ’Jacket Giving Day

April 4  Alumni Powwow 
Breakfast

May 1-2  Golden Graduates 
Alumni Program

May 2  MSU Billings 
Commencement Ceremony

May 11-16  Wine & Food 
Festival
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ENDOWED GIVING

arell and Robin Tunnicliff walk 
the walk. Raised in Billings, 
MT, they are deeply invested 

in their hometown, supporting the 
arts and community development 
as volunteers. Central to their 
advocacy is the impact that a 
quality education system has on 
youth in the Billings community.

The classroom continuum 
Robin, a former School District 2 
elementary teacher, believes it is 
vitally important that teachers 
value children and their education. 
Her own education taught Robin 
that principle. She earned her 
undergraduate degree from the 
University of Montana before 
obtaining her master’s degree 
from Eastern Montana College in 
1982.

earning a degree was not deterred 
by their financial needs.

“Neither one of us had families 
that could afford to pay for 
our education. Scholarships 
enabled us to attend college and 
graduate,” said Darell.

In 2017, the couple established 
the Darell and Robin Tunnicliff 
Endowed Scholarship, providing 
two annual awards for elementary 
education upperclassmen. Within 
months, they expanded their 
offering to two annual awards 
and renewal of the previous 
year’s recipients, thereby creating 
the College of Education’s first 
renewable scholarships.

“By providing a renewable 
scholarship, we hope to encourage 
students to stay in school and 
to graduate. The scholarship 
enables the student to focus on 
academics and not worry about 
how they will pay for next year’s 
schooling,” Darell said. 

Perpetuating a PassioN
By Jennifer Ries

Plan your gift that 
keeps on giving
Do you care about assuring 
students benefit from a 
quality education at MSU 
Billings? Do you wish to 
help students in need 
afford to attend college? 
Do you want to see your 
values in action?

If you answered yes to 
any of these questions, 
establishing an endowment 
or contributing to an 
existing endowed fund 
may be the right vehicle for 
your giving. Endowments 
serve as your permanent 
tribute to the causes 
most important to you for 
generations to come. Learn 
more about this incredible 
opportunity to realize your 
vision for the future of  
MSU Billings by calling the 
MSUB Foundation at 
(406) 657-2244.

for Education
A wealth of knowledge
The Tunnicliffs are impressed 
with the MSU Billings Foundation 
and MSU Billings’ commitment to 
providing an affordable, quality 
education.

“We realize the importance of 
well-trained, dedicated and 
committed teachers to the 
success of our community and 
nation,” Robin said. “MSU Billings 
is providing our region with 
exceptional teachers.”

“It is apparent to us that the 
students value learning, are 
interested in excelling and are 
active in the community,” said 
Darell. “By helping a student 
become a teacher, we not 
only help that student enter a 
rewarding career, but we also 
indirectly touch all that teachers’ 
students. Scholarships for 
education majors is truly a gift 
that keeps on giving.”

D

Robin and Darell Tunnicliff

“By providing a renewable 
scholarship, we hope to 
encourage students to stay 
in school and to graduate.”
“I knew that EMC was a highly-
regarded institution that 
provided quality instruction and a 
continuum of learning,” she said. 

In the field, Robin partnered 
with the College of Education to 
help conduct teacher training 
evaluation, mentoring student 
teachers and junior field students. 

“Hopefully, I’ve been able to 
use my many years of being an 
elementary teacher to instill in 
pre-service students a passion for 
teaching,” said Robin.

Renewing hope
Passion and mentorship go a long 
way toward putting exceptional 
teachers in the classroom. But 
reflecting on their own college 
experiences, the Tunnicliffs know 
students need more. Both Darell 
and Robin worked and relied on 
scholarships and loans to pay for 
college, but their commitment to 
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Starts with a
Every Journey

First Step
By Tiff in i  Gal lant

Embracing education
Both Kay and Dan grew up in 
academic atmospheres. Their 
mothers began their careers 
as rural school teachers, 
and Kay’s father worked in 
school administration until his 
retirement. 

Kay was compelled toward 
following in her parents’ 
footsteps, and enrolled at 
Eastern Montana College to 
earn a degree in elementary 
and special education. She 
worked full-time while attending 
night classes, but a two-year 
scholarship geared toward older 
students returning to college 
allowed her to focus on school. 

“I always have said I was a 
nontraditional student before 
the term had been coined,” Kay 
said. 

W
hen Dan and 

Kay Berry met in 
1971, they couldn’t 

foresee the impact 
they’d make in 

students’ lives over 
the next four decades. Their 
commitment to MSU Billings 
started early and resulted in a 
lifetime dedicated to advancing 
education. 

While their first steps toward 
supporting students were small, 
Dan and Kay’s philanthropy 
continues to grow. In 1987, Kay 
made her first gift through Phon-
a-thon as a graduate, contacted 
by a current student requesting 
scholarship donations. Reflecting 
on the support she received to 
attend school, Kay said yes to the 
caller. 

“I remember our first gift was 
$25,” said Kay. “You have to start 
somewhere.”Kay and Dan Berry

L IFETIME GIVING
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Her experience at EMC translated 
to Kay’s career teaching in Billings 
School District 2 for more than 30 
years. 

“I found I loved working with 
struggling students, trying to find 
the connection to help them be 
more successful,” she said. 

She and Dan make annual 
gifts to the MSUB Foundation 

to help provide educational 
opportunities for the next 
generation of graduates. In 2017, 
they established a scholarship 
endowment of their own to 
support future educators in 
perpetuity. 

Answering the call
In 1999, Dan and Kay volunteered 
at the annual Wine & Food 
Festival, taking tickets during the 
Friday night event. Kay has since 
co-chaired several committees, 
co-chaired the festival for three 
years, and continues to oversee 
the popular Private Cellar. The 
couple sponsors other festival 
events, hoping their support 
provides the step up MSU Billings 
students need to earn degrees.

“We want to ensure that area 
students are able to stay in 
school, focus on their studies, 

graduate, and, in turn, give back 
to their communities helping 
to educate Montana’s future 
leaders,” said Kay.  

Dan and Kay encourage other 
alumni and educators to give to 
MSU Billings, too. 

“Just take the first step!” said Kay. 
“The amount is not the object 
here. Every dollar made available 
for scholarships impacts the life of 
one of our students.”

The couple notes that they’ve 
been able to observe the 
continued growth MSU Billings has 
consistently made over the years 
by staying connected. 

“We hope others are as amazed at 
the caliber of students attending 
MSUB as we are,” Kay said. “And 
when a student calls, we hope 
they answer the phone.”

MSU Billings students, staff and faculty 
gather for the annual swarm photo.
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FINANCIALS

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
For the years ended June 30, 2019 and 2018
  2019 Total 2018 Total
ASSETS:
 Cash and cash equivalents .................................................................$5,241,738  $2,110,844 
 Contributions receivable .......................................................................1,284,800  1,655,800 
 Accrued investment income ......................................................................60,996  60,569 
 Marketable equity securities .............................................................30,623,392  31,029,710 
 Other ................................................................................................................101,965  101,564 
 Property and equipment, net .................................................................. 981,392  1,042,760 

Total Assets .............................................................................................$38,294,283  $36,001,247 

LIABILITIES:
 Accounts payable .................................................................................... $393,943  $374,264 
 Student scholarships payable..............................................................1,097,069  1,169,648 
 Assets held in trust ..................................................................................1,860,625  1,805,604 

Total Liabilities........................................................................................... $3,351,637  $3,349,516 

Net Assets:
Net assets without donor restrictions
 Undesignated ......................................................................................... $2,471,907  $2,433,791 
 Board designated .....................................................................................2,451,613  2,434,580 
  4,923,520  4,868,371 

Assets with donor restrictions ............................................................... 30,019,126  27,783,351 

Total Net Assets .................................................................................... $34,942,646  $32,651,722 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets .........................................................$38,294,283  $36,001,238 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
For the years ended June 30, 2019 and 2018
  2019 Total 2018 Total
PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE:
 Contributions ......................................................................................... $3,441,685  $3,694,963 
 In-kind contributions ....................................................................................34,464  169,951 
 Interest and dividend income ................................................................... 787,165  670,540 
 Rental revenue - net of rental expenses ...............................................484,141  459,096 
 Other revenues .............................................................................................197,706  169,445 

Total Public Support and Revenue: ........................................................4,945,161  5,163,995 

PROGRAMS AND EXPENSES:
 Programs:
 Student scholarships ............................................................................ $1,681,396  $1,837,038 
 Academic programs .................................................................................. 246,685  324,312 
 Campus projects ........................................................................................... 69,893  139,737 
 Campus and community outreach ........................................................482,275  539,771 
 Alumni relations .......................................................................................... 246,545  153,986 

Total Programs ..........................................................................................$2,726,794  $2,994,844 

 Expenses:
 General and administrative ................................................................... $232,189  $178,846 
 Investment management and audit ...................................................... 193,150  174,487 
 Facilities and maintenance .......................................................................36,000  36,000 
 Fund raising .................................................................................................200,685  244,354 
 Cultivation and stewardship ....................................................................154,373  172,403 

Total Expenses .............................................................................................. $816,397  $806,090 

Total Programs and Expenses ...............................................................$3,543,191  $3,800,934 

Public Support and Revenue Less Programs and Expenses .......$1,401,970  $1,363,061 

Unrealized and realized net gain (loss) on investments ...................$888,954  $1,545,461 

Change in Net Assets ..............................................................................$2,290,924  $2,908,522 

Net Assets at Beginning of Year ........................................................$32,651,722  $29,743,200 

Net Assets at End of Year................................................................... $34,942,646  $32,651,722 

HOW PROGRAM 
DOLLARS WERE 

SPENT IN 
2018-2019 :

2018-2019 
CONTRIBUTIONS:

Without Donor 
Restrictions 
6.4%

With Donor 
Restrictions  
93.6%

Student 
Scholarships  
61.7%

Academic 
Programs  
9.0%

Campus and 
Community 
Outreach 
17.7%

Alumni 
Relations  
9.0%

Campus 
Projects  
2.6%

Financial Information is a summary 
of the auditors report provided by 

Wipfli CPAs and Consultants.
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Thanks You For 
Supporting Students!

The more than 31,000 Montana 
State University Billings alumni in 
the United States are evidence 
of the future a quality education 
provides. They’re making a 
difference in their careers and 
communities, empowered by 
a degree from our university. 
As donors and friends of the 
Montana State University Billings 

Foundation, you helped them 
reach their educational goals by 
building them up to achieve their 
potential. They wouldn’t be where 
they are without you. 

Along the way, we’ve lost track of 
some of the important supporters 
– like you – who’ve made an 
impact in students’ lives. If you or 
someone you know is a graduate, 

A Building is Only as Strong as Its Foundation
past volunteer, retired faculty, 
or other friend of the university, 
remind them of the difference 
they made at MSU Billings. By 
encouraging them to reconnect 
with us, we can strengthen the 
ties that bind us in our mission 
to support students. After all, a 
building is only as strong as its 
foundation. 

Help us be stronger together. Visit msubfoundation.com/contact-us/ 
to update your contact information today. Thank you.




