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BACKGROUNDER
 The MSU Billings Alumni Association has served Montana State University Billings alumni since the inaugural class of 
1928 graduated from Eastern Montana State Normal School, the university’s original name. For the following nine decades, 
one thing has stayed the same — graduates become alumni who are Yellowjackets forever. In 2017, the Alumni Association 
returned to its roots, resuming operations under the Montana State University Billings Foundation. As an extension of the 
501(c)(3) organization, the Alumni Association serves as a liaison between the university and its vast network of alumni.   

History
 The first alumni function took place on June 1, 1928 for a class of only 26, and it began a tradition of celebrating the 
moment students become alumni after graduation. For 16 years, average university enrollment was 175 students seeking 
a two-year elementary teaching certificate. Montana State University Billings now enrolls more than 4,000 students in 
five colleges, offering certificates, and associate’s, bachelor’s and master’s degrees. In 1984, the university purchased and 
renovated what became the Alumni House in 2007. Built in 1930, the Alumni House is now home to the Alumni Association. 

Welcome to the club
 Montana State University Billings graduates hundreds of students each year, and the Alumni Association welcomes 
them into a group of more than 31,000 alumni in the United States and others in 34 countries worldwide. More than 12,000 
MSU Billings alumni live and work in Yellowstone County, while about 10,000 more have stayed in Montana after graduation. 
Although alumni go on to touch the lives of their patients, customers, clients, athletes, peers and pupils in their careers, they 
will always be connected to their alma mater - or nurturing mother - no matter where they go. 

#JacketProud
 Since 1982, the Alumni Association has recognized more than 200 graduates who have made exceptional 
contributions to their fields, communities and university with the Outstanding Alumni Awards. Other alumni events take 
place in Montana and nationwide throughout the year. The Alumni Association shares alumni feature stories, campus 
updates, and more with graduates in an effort to keep them engaged with one another and their university for a lifetime. 
 Alumni who wish to stay involved have the opportunity to do so through the Alumni Advisory Steering Committee. 
The committee advises the operation and activities of the Alumni Association in collaboration with the director of alumni 
relations. Three committee members serve as task force leaders, by which they include other alumni and community 
members in outreach and recruitment, award and scholarship selection, and events and special projects. 

   msubfoundation.com/alumni                         (406) 247-5781                           alumni@msubillings.edu  

• July 26 - Alumni Advisory Steering Committee Meeting
• Aug. 12 -  "Alumni Flyer" E-newsletter Distributes
• Aug. 24 - Alumni Soccer Social
• Aug. 25 - Alumni Soccer Games
• Sept. 22 - Alumni Softball/Baseball Games
• Oct. 4 and 5 - MSU Billings Homecoming Weekend
• Oct. 5 - Homecoming Car Show
• Oct. 8 - Buzzin' Beyond Billings: Butte
• Oct. 9 - Buzzin' Beyond Billings: Helena

• Oct. 10 - Buzzin' Beyond Billings: Great Falls
• Oct. 14 - "Alumni Flyer" E-newsletter Distributes
• Oct. 26 - Women's Alumni Basketball Game
• Oct. 29 - Alumni Advisory Steering Committee Meeting
• Nov. 6 - Give a Ton Kickoff: Battlin' Bears/

Yellowjackets  Food Drive
• Dec. 9 - Alumni Flyer E-Newsletter Distributes
• Dec. 12 - Give a Ton Tailgate: Battlin' Bears/

Yellowjackets Food Drive
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